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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

The Applicant has elected group I, claims 1-7 with traverse. Claims 8-35 are 
being withdrawn from consideration. At the time of filing on December 1 1 , 2006, the 
Applicant had not filed arguments traversing the restriction requirement. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claims 1 and 4-5, the conditional statements render the claims indefinite. It is 
unclear what is to happen if the condition does not occur. 

Claims 2-3 and 6-7 are rejected for their dependency upon rejected claims. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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Claims 1-2 and 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Calonge (7,072,857). 

Calonge discloses a method for marketing components or services comprising 
(a) receiving a request for a requested component or service from a customer with 
criteria information for the component or service, (b) determining whether the requested 
component or service is available to be provided to the customer, (c) if the requested 
component or service is available to be provided to the customer, offering the requested 
component or service to the customer, (d) if the requested component or service is not 
available to be provided to the customer, conducting a reverse auction for the requested 
component or service among a plurality of suppliers, (e) receiving bids from two or more 
suppliers that offer to sell an offered component or service in response to the request 
for the requested component or service, (f) comparing criteria information for each 
offered component or service with criteria information for the requested component or 
service to determine if the offered component or service approximately meets criteria 
information for the requested component or service, (g) if one or more offered 
component or service approximately meets criteria information for the requested 
component or service, selecting which offered component or service to offer to the 
customer, and (h) offering the selected offered fit component or service to the customer 
(col. 2, lines 8-19 and col. 6, line 25 to col. 7, line 20); one or more of steps (a), (c), (d), 
(e), and (h) is executed on a web-based system (col.2, lines 8-19 and col.6, line 25 to 
col. 7, line 20); j) comparing information about the winning supplier's offered component 
to information about the requested component to determine whether the winning 
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supplier's offered component is acceptable; and (k) if the winning supplier's offered 
component is acceptable, purchasing the winning supplier's offered component (col.2, 
lines 8-19 and col. 6, line 25 to col. 7, line 20); and (a) receiving a request for a requested 
component or service from a customer, (b) determining whether the requested 
component or service is available to be provided to the customer, (c) if the requested 
component or service is available to be provided to the customer, offering the requested 
component or service to the customer, (d) if the requested component or service is not 
available to be provided to the customer, conducting a reverse auction for the requested 
component or service among a plurality of suppliers, (e) notifying a plurality of suppliers 
of a desire to purchase a requested component or service and a target bid for the 
requested component or service, (fj receiving and reviewing a first supplier bid to sell an 
offered component or service in response to the request for the requested component 
or service, (g) if the first supplier bid is lower than the target bid, establishing the first 
supplier bid as the lowest bid, (h) receiving and reviewing an additional supplier bid to 
sell another offered component or service, (hi) if the additional supplier bid is lower 
than the lowest bid, updating the lowest bid to equal the additional supplier bid and 
notifying the supplier that made the previous lowest bid of the new lowest bid, (h2) if the 
additional supplier bid is higher than the lowest bid but lower than another supplier bid 
previously received, notifying the supplier that made the supplier bid that is immediately 
higher than the additional supplier bid of the additional supplier bid, and (i) repeating 
step (h) and substeps (hi) and (h2) until there are no additional supplier bids to review 
(col.2, lines 8-19 and col.6, line 25 to col.7, line 20). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 3 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Calonge in view of Meyers (7,085,740). 

Calonge discloses the invention substantially as claimed; however, Calonge does 
not disclose receiving a proxy bid for a proposed sale of a requested component or 
service with an opening price and a minimum price to allow automatic successive 
rebidding by an established incremental amount until reaching said minimum price or 
the supplier wins the reverse auction. Meyers teaches a method for conducting 
auctions comprising disclose receiving a proxy bid for a proposed sale of a requested 
component or service with an opening price and a minimum price to allow automatic 
successive rebidding by an established incremental amount until reaching said 
minimum price or the supplier wins the reverse auction (col. 9, lines 1-37; col. 12, lines 



Application/Control Number: 09/903,203 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3691 

15-30; and col. 16, lines 9-25). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate disclose receiving a proxy 
bid for a proposed sale of a requested component or service with an opening price and 
a minimum price to allow automatic successive rebidding by an established incremental 
amount until reaching said minimum price or the supplier wins the reverse auction, as 
taught by Meyers into the invention disclosed by Calonge, to provide an alternative 
means of bididng. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lalita M. Hamilton whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 6743. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday (6:30-2:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kalinowski Alexander can be reached on (571) 272-6771. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Lalita M. Hamilton 
Primary Examiner, 3691 



